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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cypress Methodist Camp Ground consists of approximately thirty-four cabins
called "tents." They are arranged in a large rectangle in the center of
which is located a shed-like structure known as the "tabernacle." On one
edge of the campground is a church and its cemetery.

The tents are all approximately the same size, one and one-half stories and
of rough hewn lumber. (One exception is two stories high). The tents
feature small shed-type porches and gable roofs, most of which are covered
by tin. Windows originally were mere openings, but today standard windows
with glass are increasingly being used.

The typical floor plan of a tent features a hall extending the length of
the structure with as many as three rooms on the opposite side. Floors
are earthen. The second story is accessible by a small stairway or ladder.

In the center of the rectangle is the tabernacle, an open-sided wooden
structure where services are held. This structure features a hipped
roof, a raised platform for the preachers and choir, and simple wooden
pews.

Offset to the west side of the campground is a modern church of concrete

block construction (ca. 1940s). It replaced an earlier structure and hence has
historical associations. It is not, however, signitifanct architecturally.

The adjacent cemetery contains graves from the early 1800s.

The rectangle is encircled by a private road on the other side of which
are the outdoor privies.

Surroundings: Cypress Methodist Camp Ground is located in rural Dorchester
County and is surrounded by woods and farmland.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cypress Methodist Camp Ground, Tocated in rural Dorchester County, is one of only
a few campgrounds in South Carolina which continue to host annual week-long

camp meetings--a vestige of the Great Awakening in American religious life

in the 19th Century. Cypress is significant for its association with Francis
Asbury, pioneer of American Methodism, and for its long, uninterrupted

use as a site of revivalism for almost 200 years.

The design of Cypress Camp Ground reflects its use as a setting
for a collective religious experience. It is in the general shape of a
rectangle of 34 "tents," or cabins, made of rough-hewn lumber. These cabins,
rectangular-shaped, are generally 1 1/2 stories and contain earthen floors.

In the center of the rectangle is the tabernacle, an open-sided wooden
structure which is the focal point of these revival meetings.

Architecture:

Religion/Philosophy: Cypress Camp Ground was functional as early as 1794.

In that year Francis Asbury, who led the organization of American Methodism
through itinerant preaching known as "riding circuits," recorded in his journal:
"Sunday 19, Rode to Cypress, where I could not rest without giving them a little
sermon."l "Similar references are found in his journal in 1799, 1801 and 1803.

In 1825 Cypress was the site of the Conference of Local Preachers for the
Charleston District. It was reported that "During the Conference, public worship
will be performed day and night as at a camp meeting."?2

Serving crowds too large for church buildings or homes, the campground responded
to both religious and social needs. Tents were erected to allow people to stay
overnight, and the campground term remained even though the tents were gradually
replaced by rough-hewn cabins. Week-long camp meetings are still held annually
at Cypress Methodist Camp Ground.

]The Journal of the Rev. Francis Asbury, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, August 7, 1771 to December 7, 1815. Vol. II. New York: N. Bangs &
T. Mason, 1821, p. 183.

2The Wesleyan Journal, Vol. I, No. 4, October 22, 1825, n.p.
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